
S’WELL PRESENTS: 
CURIOUS BY NATURE

Discussion Thought Starter
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FILM OVERVIEW
The 2021 North Carolina State Science and Engineering Fair went virtual amid the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. With reduced access to school resources, 65% fewer students 
entered the competition. Despite these challenges, four students completed impactful 
research in the hopes of competing at the International Science and Engineering Fair 
(ISEF) and positively impacting their local community and environment.

Watch the film: Curious by Nature 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKER
Alicia Carter is a visual journalist whose work focuses on the intersection of environmental issues and cultural 
resilience. She recently earned her MA in Media and Journalism from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and a BA in International Health and Development from the University of Denver in 2014. She has 
lived and worked in five countries over seven years tackling economic, health and educational policy 
challenges with grassroots organizations. Her work is published in National Geographic, The Atlantic, 
Scalawag Magazine, and Here Magazine, and she is a 2021 Overseas Press Club Foundation Video Fellow. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwFX9LgWxUk&t=1s
https://aliciamcarter.com/my-story
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DISCUSSION THOUGHT STARTERS
THE FILM
● What is a key takeaway for you from the film?
● What do you find most compelling about the research of Zorabella? Kaitlyn and Lauren? Uma?
● All participants speak to the significance of science fair in their lives. What do you think is most interesting? 
● How do these experiences seem different or similar to your own experiences?
● What are the environmental issues taken on in the film and how are they being solved? 
● In the absence of community during the pandemic, in what ways did the film find community? 

COVID-19 + CLIMATE CHANGE  
● How has Covid-19 impacted your advocacy work or ability to act over the last year?
● How do you think Covid-19 will impact your actions or advocacy focus in the future?
● How have programs like science fairs played a role in your thoughts/actions on advocacy?
● What are your thoughts on microplastics? Bioplastics? Or water pollution?
● In your opinion, what are the most pressing issues affecting our planet and communities today? 

INSPIRING ADVOCACY
● What more can we all do to engage and inspire others to take action for the planet? Our communities?
● Who or what has inspired you to take action for the planet? Your community? 
● What actions have you taken?
● How can documentaries and content like Curious by Nature inspire change?
● How do science or inspiring stories impact your view on advocacy? 
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CALLS TO ACTION
ACTIVITY 1:
Tag @swellbottle or email sustainchange@swellbottle.com and tell us how this film inspires you to 
take action for the planet and your community?   

ACTIVITY 2: 
Share the link to Curious by Nature with your community using the hashtag #CuriousByNature. Tag 
@swellbottle and answer the question: What inspires you to stay curious? 

ACTIVITY 3:
Start a discussion with your friends about what makes you #CuriousByNature and hungry for change? 
Share with us by tagging @swellbottle or emailing sustainchange@swellbottle.com. 

mailto:sustainchange@swellbottle.com
mailto:sustainchange@swellbottle.com



